BACHTOLD BROS., INC. HISTORY 


Compiled by Richard Steffen 
Edited by Beverly Bachtold 


In 1945, Carl Bachtold was farming northwest of Forrest and had asked Earl Roof if he could 
build some mower parts for him in his farm shop over the winter. Mr. Roof declined the request, 
so that winter, Carl built his own weedmower and made several of them for his neighbors. It 
proved to be a great labor saver over the scythe. 


In 1946, Carl asked his brother, Alf, to leave Caterpillar in Peoria where he was a tool and die 
maker and join him in producing weedmowers to sell in volume. That year, they opened a shop 
on Main Street in Forrest and built approximately 40-50 machines and sold them all. 


L to R: Carl Bachtold, Janita Bachtold Koehl, Alf Bachtold, Ray Bowing, 
Lou Bachtold, Jim Bowing, Ed Nagel, Shorty Taylor, John Nagel, 
Billy Hornsby, Oakman Tammen. Absent: Bud Reavis and Melvin Bachtold 
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Elmer bought Alf's half interest out on Thursday, February 20, 1969, and asked Jerry to be the 
shop manager and Richard Steffen to manage the office for him. Delores Moore had been the 
secretary at Bachtold Bros. for eight years and always took Friday afternoons off to do 
housecleaning, etc. Richard worked with her that Friday morning in the office and on Saturday, 
February 22, she and her husband, Gene, along with another couple went to a ballgame in 
Champaign. On the way home, they were involved in a head-on collision at the Garber corner on 
Route 47 near Sibley, and Delores was killed instantly. Elmer was devastated to say the least! 
His daughter-in-law, Beverly Bachtold, came in to help out in the office during this time and 
eventually, Elmer’s daughter, Linda, was hired as full-time secretary. In the fall of 1969 when 
the pricing was set up for the 1969-70 season, Elmer dropped the prices to be more competitive 
with other manufacturers in the market. That year, Bachtold Bros. sold a record 3,450 machines. 
The previous average from 1956 to that time was between 2,000-2,500 units. During 1971-1973, 
the volume produced was back down in the low 2,000 range. 


On November 3, 1973, C. W. Hicks personally bought Bachtold Bros., Inc. from Elmer with a 
working contract for Elmer to be on a salary for the next five years until he retired. Mr. Hicks 
informed Richard that he never wanted to run out of inventory, but the 1970s through the 1980s 
were very “lean” years, some years as low as 1,200-1,500 machines. Then in 1989 when we had 
the *drought of the century," they sold less than 1,000 machines! That fall, Country Home 
Products wanted to test a Whipper mower for approval to use in the direct mail order business, 
and in April of 1989, Bachtold Bros. built them their first units (25 machines) to get started. By 
the end of the year, Bachtold Bros. had sold 1,000 machines besides what they sold in mowers 
through their own distribution which seemed to grow each year back to the 1,800-2,200 unit 
range. Country Home Products went wild! In 1990, they sold 1,800 units; 1991 - 3,400 units; 
1992 - 4,300 units; 1993 - 5,400 units; 1994 - 6,200 units,; 1995 - 7,000 units; 1996 - 7,600 
units; 1997 - 8,800 units; 1998 - 9,600 units! 


Sadly, in 1989, C. W. Hicks was killed in a car accident on the first curve west of Gibson City on 
Route 9 on his way to Bloomington. He was 82 years old and never got to share in the great 
success that Bachtold Bros. experienced those last few years. His grandson, Sean Coady, became 
the new owner. 


On September 17, 1993, Bachtold Bros., Inc. bought the Baillie Manufacturing facility in Gibson 
City. 

On Saturday, February 19, 1994, Bachtold Bros. officially moved the plant to Gibson City and 
was in full operation on Monday, February 21, at 8:00 a.m. 


On October 1, 1999, Bachtold Bros., Inc. bought out Roof Manufacturing in Riverside, 
California. 


On April 16, 2004, Sean Coady, announced closure plans for Bachtold Bros., Inc. On April 29, 
he laid off or fired all but 6-8 people. On June 30, Bachtold Bros. quit producing all mowers! 
On Saturday, July 17, 2004, Richard Steffen resigned from Bachtold Bros., Inc., riding it out to 
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